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Dear Friends in Jesus,

As we celebrated the Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul last Monday, I
thought of  sharing with you a reflection on these two mighty
personalities of the Church. When I visited Rome last September,
I stood overwhelmed before the magnificent statues of these two
fascinating personalities. I personally desire that this reflection
should resonate well with you, my beloved friends, because it
doesn’t ignore the differences we have and doesn’t romanticise
them either. It points to the deeper ecclesial truth: communion is
not achieved by thinking alike but placing Christ above ourselves.
This is precisely the powerful witness St. Peter and St. Paul continue
to offer to the Church even in our times.

These are the two extraordinary Apostles, whose lives teach us
one of the most enduring and time-tested lessons of  ecclesial
communion. They appeared to be two extremes standing at
opposite ends of the spectrum. Peter was a fisherman, spontaneous
and affectionate, always learning from mistakes and experiences.
We know how much and how often he stumbled in his way, before
he was entrusted with the care of Christ’s followers. Paul, on the
other hand, was an erudite scholar with a great exposure to other
influential cultures and languages of his time, while remaining a
steadfast Jew. He was disciplined in thought, passionate in
argument and was a relentless warrior with an indomitable zeal.
While Peter wanted to be truthful to his Jewish affinity, representing
continuity with the Apostolic community in Jerusalem, Paul was
tirelessly pushing the boundaries of the Church towards the Gentile
world.

They were two distinct personalities and they qualitatively and
quantitatively differed in their perspectives on certain questions
on faith and pastoral methods. The Acts of the Apostles doesn’t
hide this tension between them. Paul openly challenged Peter at
Antioch, when he thought the truth of the Gospel was at stake.

But, what’s remarkable about these differences is that it never led
them to divisions. They didn’t seek to build their own empires with
a personal following, nor they allowed their ego to overshadow
the mission.

How was it possible? Because, they discovered the centre,
the point of convergence, greater than themselves: JESUS
CHRIST.

Their common passion was not about Peter’s authority of Paul’s
brilliance, but God’s Reign revealed in Jesus, the crucified and the
risen Lord. Christ alone was the measure of their ministry
and the Gospel was the sole criterion of every decision.
The First Council of Jerusalem, with its deliberations and
resolutions, stood as the epic example of  this Christ-centred
mission.

This is perhaps the most relevant lesson for the Church today. We
come across different personalities, varied perspectives, multiple
theological emphases, distinct pastoral styles and diverse ministerial
experiences in contrasting cultural backgrounds. Plurality or
erstwhile diversity is not a challenge or threat to communion; it’s
always one of  God’s richest gifts. What actually weakens the
Church is not plurality but the loss of our common centre, i.e.
God’s Reign.

In our lives, personal likes and dislikes, individual preferences and
agendas, ideological affiliations and institutional loyalties become
more important than Christ and His mission. When this happens,
our fraternity takes a hit and the credibility of our witness is at
stake. The people, who are entrusted to our pastoral care, do not
look for identical priests, who think alike in everything but for
priests, who love one another, despite differences, as they all belong
to Christ and Him alone.

The ministry that is entrusted to us is not self-promotional, seeking
recognition and appreciation. It’s to make Christ visible to the
other. We are servants of the Church and not its owners; we are
stewards of the mysteries of God and not architects of competing
visions. Peter and Paul remind us that authentic leadership is born
of humility, mutual respect and unwavering fidelity to the Gospel.

Saint Peter and Saint Paul
The Twin Pillars of the One Church



Our beloved Diocese is blessed with priests with a variety of gifts
and charisms. Some excel in pastoral ministry, preaching,
education, social work, youth apostolate, spiritual accompaniment
and others in administration. There should not be a ground for
comparison or competition. Rather, they are complementary gifts,
through which the Holy Spirit builds up our Diocese, the Body of
Christ.

Let’s resolve, my friends, to renew our commitment to walk
together, placing Christ alone at the heart of our priestly fraternity.
Let’s strive not to be known for our personal differences but for
our common discipleship; not for our divisions but for our
communion; not for ourselves but for God’s Reign. May the courage
of St. Peter and the zeal of St. Paul and their Christ-centric mission
inspire us to be always the faithful servants of Christ and the joyful
builders of His Church.

+ Bishop T. Sagayaraj
Diocese of Thanjavur
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Diocesan Collection for
the Month of July for Holy See

Dear Very Rev. / Rev. Fathers,
Please note that the Diocesan Presbyterium meeting will be held
from Wednesday, July 22nd to Thursday, July 23rd, 2026.
You are kindly requested to send points for discussion—specifically
those not covered in past meetings—by July 10th, 2026. Please
send your inputs to:
Rev. Fr. S. Arputharaj Parish Priest, St. Francis Xavier’s Church,
Pathur Melkarai, Koradacherry – Post, Thiruvarur Dt. 613703.
Thanking you,

Rev. Fr. S. Arputharaj
       Senate Secretary

INFORMATION FROM THE SENATE
SECRETARY

1. Parish Education Committees are to be established in all
parishes to oversee education and employability. The modalities
for these committees will be discussed in the upcoming Vicar
Foranes meeting as well as in the Diocesan Presbyterium.

2. Efforts will be made to fill teacher vacancies immediately upon
retirement. The candidate selection process will be initiated
well in advance.

3. Any lay Headmaster who has completed more than five years
of service is to be transferred from the school.

4. An official communication will be sent to all aided school
correspondents requesting them to discuss voluntary
contributions with their teachers. These funds will be utilized
for the maintenance of schools and welfare of the students.

5. The villagers of Vadaver have expressed their desire to remain
under the Perumpanniyur parish.

6. Proposals to bifurcate Nallur from Adichapuram and
Karaikandam from the Kuthalam parish have been approved
in their respective Vicariate meetings.

7. The new custom of  installation of parish priests by the
respective Vicar Forane was welcomed. The ceremony-format
could be used without the proclamation of the Word, when
the installation is held as part of the Holy Mass.

8. The internal auditing team will commence its work following
a short training session.

9. The role of any subcommittee is strictly to assist the main
committee by studying and analyzing specific matters and
presenting their findings. Subcommittees do not hold
independent decision-making power. Vicariate representatives
will be tasked with project evaluations.

10. The Director for Diocesan Special Projects will focus exclusively
on special initiatives (e.g., Jubilee special projects) and will
not interfere with the regular projects of  parishes and

Points discussed in the senate meeting held
on 16/06/2026 at the Pastoral Centre.



institutions, which remain under the purview of the Project
Secretary and the Project Committee.

11. The Chancellor, as the legal custodian of diocesan property,
will remain the sole signing authority. The specific roles and
functions of the property in-charge will be defined in due
course.

12. The organizing committee for the Holy Land Pilgrimage will
study logistical possibilities and finalize the modalities for the
journey.

13. The Secretary of the Platinum Jubilee 2027 Committee
presented a proposal for a meaningful celebration. The
proposal outlines the signs, symbols, and dimensions of the
celebration, categorized into three areas: Spiritual Dimension,
Socio-Economic Dimension,  Pastoral and Cultural Dimension.
The committee will finalize the member lists for the various
subcommittees shortly.

14. Scholarship Program: It was requested that the scholarship
program be managed systematically to ensure it reaches all
eligible Catholic students. Parish priests are directed to
assemble the students for an orientation talk prior to
distributing the funds.

15. The upcoming Diocesan Presbyterium Meeting – 2026  is
scheduled for Wednesday, July 22, and Thursday, July 23,
2026, at the Retreat Centre in Vailankanni. The meeting will
follow the same live-in format as the previous program,  with
special attention dedicated to the input sessions.  The existing
organizing committee will continue its duties, with the addition
of a few more priests: (1) Rev. Fr. S. Arputharaj (Convenor)
(2) Rev. Fr. I.A.F. Selvaraj (3) Rev. Fr. A. Antony Jeyaraj  (4)
Rev. Fr. S. Joseph Lionel (5) Rev. Fr. D. John Kennedy (6) Rev.
Fr. V. Adaikalaraj (7) Rev. Fr. S. Johnson Edward (8) Rev. Fr.
A. Paulraj  (9) Rev. Fr. P. Arokia Parisutharaj, (10) Rev. Fr.
Benjamin Richard.

Rev. Fr. S. Arputharaj
       Senate Secretary

      Salient Features
 Smart Class (Smart Board tFg;G trjp)
 Spoken English (Mq;fpyg; Gyik)
 Vocabulary Training (Mq;fpy thh;j;ijg; gapw;rp)
 Spelling Bee (vOj;Jg; Gyik)
 Placement Training (Ntiy tha;g;G gapw;rp)
 Moral and Catechism Classes (ey;nyhOf;fk; kw;Wk; kiwf;fy;tp tFg;Gfs;)
 Hindi and French Language (`pe;jp kw;Wk; /gpud;Q; tFg;Gfs;)
 Tally, Computer Hardware Class and Type writing
 Campus Interview (Ntiy tha;g;G Kfhk;)
 Communication Skills (Ngr;Rj;jpwd; Gyik)
 Hostel for Boys and Girls (khzth;> khztpah; jq;Fk; tpLjp)
 College Bus Facility (fy;Y}hp NgUe;J trjp)
 Skill Based Certificate Courses (jpwd;rhh; rhd;wpjo; tFg;Gfs;)
 Individual Attention (jdpf;ftdk;)
 University Rank Holders (gy;fiyf;fof ju thpir)

ghlg;gphpTfs; kw;Wk; xU gUtj;jpw;fhd fl;lzk;
 ghlg;gphpTfs;  UG           2026-2027 ghlg;gphpTfs; PG    2026-2027

 B.A(Tamil) Rs.  7,000 M.A (English) Rs.  9,000
 B.A(English) Rs.  8,500 M.Sc (Computer Science) Rs.10,000
 B.B.A Rs.  8,000 M.Com Rs.10,000
 B.C.A Rs.10,000 M.Com (C.A) Rs.10,000
 B.Com Rs.10,000 M.Sc (Maths) Rs.  9,000
 B.Com (C.A) Rs.10,000 M.Sc (Physics) Rs.  9,000
 B.Com (Bank Management) Rs.10,000 M.Sc (Zoology) Rs.  9,000
 B.Sc (Maths) Rs.  7,000 M.Sc (Chemistry) Rs.  9,500
 B.Sc (Computer Science) Rs.10,000 MBA Rs.18,000
 B.Sc (I.T) Rs.10,000 Ph.D.,(Computer Science) Rs.35,000
 B.Sc (Physcics) Rs.  8,000 Ph.D.,(Commerce) Rs.35,000
 B.Sc (Visual Communication)Rs.11,000 Ph.D.,(English) Rs.35,000
 B.Sc (Botany) Rs.  7,000 Ph.D.,(Maths) Rs.35,000
 B.Sc (Zoology) Rs.  7,000
 B.Sc (Chemistry) Rs.  9,500
 B.Sc (Data Science) Rs.11,000

(Affiliated to Bharathidasan University)
Bishop Sundaram Campus, Pudukottai Road, Thanjavur

Phone : 04362 – 230434, 231434, & 232434

ANNAI VAILANKANNI ARTS &
SCIENCE COLLEGE

tpLjpf; fl;lzk;
(1) guhkhpg;Gf; fl;lzk; - Rs.10,000
(2) khjf; fl;lzk;           - Rs.  2,500

Mz;Lf;fl;lzk;
(1) ,sepiy/KJepiy       Rs. 2,000
(2) Ph.D.,       Rs. 2,500
(3) gUtf;fl;lzk;       Rs. 1,000
   (,uz;lhk; gUtj;jpypUe;J)
Fr. M.Arone         Rev. Dr. A. John Zacharias
   Administrator                      Correspondent
N.B.: For the Catholic Students of the Diocese of Thanjavur, the Diocese will

share half of the Tuition Fee and Hostel Fee.
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18 Mor. : SMMI - Jubilee Celebration - Tharangambadi
Sat. Eve. : Pastoral Visit - Erukkur

19 Mor. : Pastoral Visit - Erukkur
Sun.

20 Avudaiyarkoil
Mon.

21  Mor. : Aranthangi - C
Tue.

22 - 23 : Diocesan Presbyterium Meet - Vailankanni
Wed.-Thu.

24 - 25 : NVSC - Bishops’ Meet - Pune
Fri. - Sat.

26 Eve. : Pastoral Visit - Tharangambadi
Sun.

27 : Pastoral Visit - Tharangambadi
Mon.

28 Mor. : St. Joseph’s Hr. Sec. School, Venkatakulam
Tue. Eve. : Mass : 40th Anniversary of Parish Church -

Moovanur

29 Mor. : Priests’ Senate Meeting
Wed.

30 Mor. : PMSSS - General Body Meeting
Thu. Eve. : Mass : Amaradakki

31 Eve. : Sembattu
Fri.
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01 Eve. : Mass : Perumpannaiyur
Wed.

03 Mor. : Board Meeting : Our Lady of Health Hospital
Fri. Eve. : Ordination Mass : Jegan Matha, Tiruchy

04 Mor. : Scholarship Committee Meet
Sat.

05 Mor. : Gandhi Nagar - Vellore
Sun.

05 - 10 : TNBC Meet - Madurai
Mon.- Fri.

10 Eve. : Mass : St. Joseph’s Cathedral - Dindigul
Fri..

11 Mor. : College of Consultors & Governing Body Meeting
Sat. Eve. : Pastoral Visit - Koranad

12 Eve. : Pastoral Visit - Koranad
Sun.

13 Mor. : Visitors (Religious & Laity)
Mon.

14 Mor. : Visitors (Priests’ Only)
Tue.

15 Mor. : TMSSS - General Body Meeting
Wed.Eve. : Vailankanni

16 Mor. : Marian Seminor Meet - Vailankanni
Thu. Eve. : Mass : Periya Milaguparai

17 Eve. : Mass : Holy Redeemer’s Basilica - Tiruchy
Fri.

BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS

JULY - 2026

Pope’s Intentions for
the Month of July - 2026

For the values of sports
Let us pray that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter,
and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote
values such as respect, solidarity, and personal growth.
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Dear Rev. Fathers and Rev. Sisters and the laity,
Greetings. As you know, St. Mary’s Minor Seminary, Thanjavur,
under the able guidance of our Bishop gives the formation in all
the level to the Seminarians with care and concern. In the same
way, each one of you is also encouraging the students in your
parishes and institutions by way of motivating and guiding them
to join in the seminary. I thank you all wholeheartedly and kindly
continue to motivate the children and the parents by your
preaching in the churches on vocation. Here I am happy to present
the names of the Seminarians of our Diocese.

LIST OF MAJOR SEMINARIANS 2026 - 2027
      NAME        COURSE     SEMINARY
01. Dn. A. Francis IV - Year Theology Bangalore
02.Dn. J. Pravin Fernando IV - Year Theology Coimbatore

Theology:
01.Bro. L. Albin Richard III - Year Theology Chennai
02.Bro. A. Francis Xavier III - Year Theology Coimbatore
03.Bro. C. George III - Year Theology Bangalore
04.Bro. S. Infant Xavier III - Year Theology Bangalore
05.Bro. J. Ruban Anthonyraj III - Year Theology Chennai
06.Bro. M. Daniel Antony II - Year Theology Chennai
07.Bro.L.George Fernandes II - Year Theology Bangalore
08.Bro. S. Alex I - Year Theology Pune
09.Bro. A. Aravinth Ronaldo I - Year Theology Chennai
10.Bro. P. Arun Beski I - Year Theology Coimbatore
11.Bro. S. Edwin Vestily I - Year Theology Trichy
12.Bro. L. George I - Year Theology Pune
13.Bro. V. Wilson Raj I - Year Theology Bangalore

Regent:
01.Bro. S. Antony Victor Regency St. Xavier’s I.T.I
02.Bro. I. Aroan Seenu Regency Anbu Illam
03.Bro. S. Benvick Regency Apostolic Sch.
04.Bro.S. Joseph Kevin Akash Regency College Hostel

PHilosophy:
01.Bro. J. Ajith Anthonyraj II - Year Philosophy Bangalore
02.Bro. A. Ashok Thomson II - Year Philosophy Chennai
03.Bro. W. Jerin Lindo II - Year Philosophy Coimbatore
04.Bro. S. Arun Ashle I - Year Philosophy Bangalore
05.Bro. I. Lenin Prabu I - Year Philosophy Coimbatore

Propaedeutic Seminarians 2026-27
01.Bro. S. Antony Christopher Propaedeutic Coimbatore
02.Bro. H. Antony Stephen Raj Propaedeutic Coimbatore
03.Bro. A. Johnson David Propaedeutic Coimbatore
04.Bro. A. Joshuva Ananth Propaedeutic Coimbatore
05.Bro. A. Lourdu Antony Karan Propaedeutic Coimbatore
06.Bro. G. Praveen Raj Propaedeutic Coimbatore
07.Bro. J. Rijith Antony Propaedeutic Coimbatore
08.Bro. J. Salon Renith Propaedeutic Coimbatore
09.Bro. S. Tyson Raj Propaedeutic Coimbatore

College Students 2026 - 2027
01.Bro. C. Infent Antro III - Year College Thanjavur
02.Bro. S. Jelax Pranav III - Year College Thanjavur
03.Bro. A. John Pradeep III - Year College Thanjavur
04.Bro. B. Sanjiv Rosan III - Year College Thanjavur
05.Bro. P. Arokiya Arul II - Year College Thanjavur
06.Bro. X. Jenish Raj II - Year College Thanjavur
07.Bro. K. Rebilan II - Year College Thanjavur
08.Bro. A. Abel I - Year College Thanjavur
09.Bro. S. Ajay Josheph I - Year College Thanjavur
10.Bro. F. Ajil I - Year College Thanjavur
11.Bro. V. Anistan I - Year College Thanjavur
12.Bro. M. Antony Ugin I - Year College Thanjavur
13.Bro. B. Arul Riyas I - Year College Thanjavur
14.Bro. M. Daniel I - Year College Thanjavur
15.Bro. A. Daniel Christopher I - Year College Thanjavur
16.Bro. X. Franklin I - Year College Thanjavur
17.Bro. D. John Britto I - Year College Thanjavur

COMMISSION FOR VOCATION
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 


 V. 
         

 

 

ACTIVITIES OF THE DIOCESAN PASTORAL COMMISSIONS

JULY  2026

 


 


 

  

 D. 
  

  

 A. 


      



 
 



- 
 - 

18.Bro. J. Johnes Antony I - Year College Thanjavur
19.Bro. G. Majer I - Year College Thanjavur
20.Bro. J. Mathilin Joyal I - Year College Thanjavur
21.Bro. M. Michael Mouriya I - Year College Thanjavur
22.Bro. E. Ronald I - Year College Thanjavur
23.Bro. J. Santhosh I - Year College Thanjavur
24.Bro. A. Sebastean I - Year College Thanjavur
25.Bro. J. Thomas I - Year College Thanjavur

Initiation
01.Bro. J. Naveen Kumar Initiation Thanjavur
02.Bro. W. Anroos Initiation Thanjavur
03.Bro. J. Arockiya Jones Initiation Thanjavur
04.Bro. A. Franklin Joshwa Initiation Thanjavur
05.Bro. P. Feronson Initiation Thanjavur
06.Bro. B. Jacko Milanas Initiation Thanjavur
07.Bro. M. Milton Initiation Thanjavur
08.Bro. A. Nithish Raildon Initiation Thanjavur
09.Bro. T.J. Rosswin Initiation Thanjavur
10.Bro. Y. Sanjai Initiation Thanjavur

Yours in Christ and Mother Mary,

Fr. J. Anthonysamy
 Rector & Secretary for

            Vocation Commission,
St. Mary’s Minor Seminary, Thanjavur

Let us Remember our Departed Brethren
Rev.Fr. A. Kulandaisamy 24.07.2008
Rev.Fr. Chelladurai @
         Arokia Gnanaprakasam 27.07.1997
Rev.Fr. D. Roque 31.07.1965

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE!
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 

 
 
 

 

 

 A. 


 

 
 
 

 

 
- 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 A. 


  

 
 
 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 
 - 

 

  SC/ST/BC

 

Office: (04362) 230315; I. 
Secretary:  9751923515 

 
FCRA 
- SC/ST 
 SC/ST 
 -  SC/ST 


- 



 

 
 
 



 

  


 
 

 

 

 

 

  




 
  

  

  

 

 

  



 

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

  



 

  

  

  





  

  

  

  

  

  

  

15 16Diocesan News Letter July    2026

  



S. 


HAPPY FEAST TO

WISHES TO OUR DEAR FATHERS!

Fr. A.Zacharias 05 July
Fr. A. Thomas Fernando 03 July
Fr. G. James Raj 25 July
Fr. J. James Deepan 25 July
Fr. P. Yagappa Rajarathinam 25 July
Fr. S. Arputha Santhiyagu 25 July
Fr. R. Devadoss Ignatius 31 July

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  





  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



   

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

 

  

 J.U.R. Construction 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  


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Salient Features
 Smart Class (Smart Board tFg;G trjp)
 Spoken English (Mq;fpyg; Gyik)
 Vocabulary Training (Mq;fpy thh;j;ijg; gapw;rp)
 Spelling Bee (vOj;Jg; Gyik)
 Moral and Catechism Classes (ey;nyhOf;fk; kw;Wk;

kiwf;fy;tp tFg;Gfs;)
 Tally, Computer Hardware Class and Type writing
 Communication Skills (Ngr;Rj;jpwd; Gyik)
 College Bus Facility (fy;Y}hp NgUe;J trjp)
 Skill Based Certificate Courses(jpwd;rhh; rhd;wpjo; tFg;Gfs;)
 Individual Attention (jdpf;ftdk;)
 University Rank Holders (gy;fiyf;fof ju thpir)

 ghlg;gphpTfs; 2026-2027
  B.Com
  B.Com (C.A)
  B.Sc (Computer Science)
  B.Sc (AI) (Artificial Intelligence)
  B.Sc (IT) (Information Technology)
  B.Sc (HM) (Hotel Management)
  B.Sc (Electronics)
  B.Sc (Nutrition and Dietetics)
  B.B.A (Business Aministration)
  B.C.A (Computer Application)
  B.A. (History)
  B.A. (English)

(Affiliated to Bharathidasan University)
Prathabaramapuram, ECR Road, Nagapattinam - 611111

Contact Cell : 9791447184
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Admission for B.Ed. and M.Ed. in Progress

Kindly announce in your parishes and institutions that we have started
admissions for B.Ed. and M.Ed.
Subjects: Tamil, English, Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Botany, Zoology,

Computer Science, History, Bio-Chemistry, Microbiology, B.E.,
B.Tech, and Commerce.

Reduced fee: Reduced Fee: For the past three years semester fee has
been drastically reduced for all. The same fee continues this year
also.

More Scholarships: For eligible SC students (Christians and others) it
is 100% free. Minority students get scholarship. Other scholarships
are also available. Please advise the interested candidates to come
in person to college with certificates.

Website: For general information and details of the activities please visit
our college website: www.debrittocollege.org.

Facilities: Within reach (town buses are available), hostel (Auxilium &
Agnes hostel) available, excellent infrastructure in the midst of lush
green Bishop Sundaram Campus, well qualified staff, better lab
facilities, opportunity to develop skills and talents, environmental
education camp and tour, and wi-fi enabled class rooms.

Skill Development Programmes: Besides B.Ed. and M.Ed. syllabi
we provide SDP in Spoken English and Office Automation in
collaboration with Bharathidasan University, Trichy. We facilitate
SWAYAM programme. It is a hybrid educational platform offered
by the Human Resources and Development Ministry of our Indian
Union Government.

QR Code: Interested persons can scan this QR code and
register the details in the e-form to start admission process.

Rev. Dr. S. Joseph Lionel
Correspondent






