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His Excellency Our Bishop

e

Most Rev.
Dr. T. SAGAYARA]J,

D.D,, Ph.D,,
— Bishop u!'Thanjavur —

nd on the
2 Anniversary

Day of His
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ORDINATION _4 | _' W WA A7

.
)
— Called to -
L~ Serve God .

- May the Good Shepherd continue to bless
A Your Excellency with abundant grace,
- good health, wisdom and strength
as vou shepherd the Diocese of Thanjavur

o A

with faith, love and dedicated service. a1l ! - .'-"\I'l
We assure you of our prayers and . . . ; BUIldlng a f
heartflt st vishes : Just and Compassmnate Soc1ety \
—+ Yours obediently in Christ, «— “*—\[‘ . ‘“/
The Clergy, Religious & Laity <\ “Whatewr o did foron of he st of |~

== these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Matthew 25:40
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CALLED TO SERVE GOD AND BUILD

A JusT AND COMPASSIONATE SOCIETY

Dear Friends in Jesus,

Grace and peace to you in our Lord Jesus Christ!

As priests, all of us have received, rather undeservedly, from the
Lord a sacred vocation to serve His people and to make His
presence visible in the world. Our ministry is rooted in the
proclamation of the Gospel, the celebration of the Sacraments
and the spiritual care of the people entrusted to us. Yet, our
priestly mission cannot remain confined to the walls of our
churches or limited to the spiritual and religious dimensions of
life. The Gospel we proclaim must touch the whole person and
transform the whole of society.

As servants of God and shepherds of His people, we are called to
be deeply committed to the lives, struggles, hopes, and
aspirations of the communities entrusted to our pastoral care.
We cannot be indifferent to the suffering of the poor, the struggles
of students, the pain of the sick, the loneliness of the elderly, or
the vulnerability of those who are socially and economically
marginalized. Their concerns must become our concerns; their
hopes must find a place in our pastoral hearts. Let us then be
reminded of the Vatican Il document titled Gaudium et Spes
(The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World)
that gave a clarion call to us, in unequivocal terms, way back in
1965: “The joys and hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the
people of this age, especially those, who are poor or in any way
afflicted, these are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of
the followers of Christ”.

Our commitment to the poor must go beyond charity alone.
Charity is essential, but our pastoral mission must also seek to
address the conditions that keep people trapped in poverty,
inequality, discrimination, and powerlessness. We are called not
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merely to help people survive but to accompany them towards
a life of dignity, opportunity, participation, and empowerment.

In this regard, I earnestly appeal to every one of you to become
an active facilitator of the social emancipation and integral
development of our people, that ensures their social upward
mobility. Our parishes and pastoral institutions should
become spaces, where people are empowered to grow,
learn, participate, and take responsibility for their own
future. We must encourage our children and young people to
pursue an employable education and acquire the skills necessary
for a better future. We must give special attention to
students from disadvantaged families and ensure that
poverty does not become a barrier to their dreams and
aspirations. The singular purpose of our diocesan
scholarship programme is this.

Let us be attentive to the needs of the sick and the elderly. Let no
one feel abandoned because of illness, disability, poverty or old
age. Our pastoral presence and solidarity should bring them
not only spiritual consolation but also human companionship,
dignity, and practical support. Let our parishes become
communities, where the vulnerable are protected, the
lonely are remembered, and the forgotten are brought
back into the centre of our concern.

As priests, we are leaders of communities of believers. Leadership
in the Church, however, is not domination or control; it is humble
service. We are called to walk with our people, listen to

them, understand their realities, and accompany them
in their journey towards a fuller and more dignified
life. A shepherd must know the joys and sorrows of his flock.
He must be close enough to hear their cries and be courageous
enough to stand with them, when they face injustice and
exclusion.

Therefore, I wish we ask ourselves the following pertinent
questions: Are the people entrusted to our pastoral care
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becoming more empowered, more educated, more
confident, more capable of participating in society, and

more hopeful about their future? Are our pastoral
programmes helping families to overcome poverty? Are
our schools and educational institutions reaching those
who need them most? Are our youth being prepared to

become responsible citizens and leaders? Are we
creating opportunities for the poor and marginalized
to discover their dignity and potential?

Our vision must be one of integral human development. We
must strive for a Church, in which faith and life are
inseparable, where prayer leads to compassion, the
Eucharist leads to solidarity, and the Gospel leads us to

work for justice and human dignity. The proclamation
of God’s Reign necessarily includes the building of
communities, where every person can flourish.

My dear brother priests, I invite you to look upon your parish
not merely as a place of worship but as a community of
transformation. Let our churches become centres of faith,
education, empowerment, social awareness, and human
development. Let us collaborate with committed lay
people, women and youth, religious congregations,
educators, social workers, and civil society groups to
create concrete pathways for the advancement of our
people.

At the same time, let us never lose sight of the heart of our
vocation. We are first and foremost servants of Jesus
Christ. Our social commitment must flow from our
relationship with Him. We serve the poor because Christ
is present in them. We accompany the sick because
Christ identifies Himself with those who suffer. We
educate and empower the young because we believe in
their God-~given dignity and vocation. We stand with
the marginalized because the Kingdom of God is a
Kingdom of justice, compassion, and inclusion.
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The true measure of our priestly ministry is not simply the
number of religious activities we organize, but also the extent
to which our ministry enables people to experience the fullness
of life that Christ came to offer. We are called fo lead our
people not only towards spiritual growth but also
towards greater human dignity, social participation,
and integral development.

I therefore appeal to each one of you: Let us be priests who
pray with our people, walk with our people, suffer with
our people, and work for the betterment of our people.
Let us be shepherds, who inspire hope and servants, who open
pathways to a better future. Let us ensure that no child is
denied education, no young person is deprived of
opportunity, no poor family is left without support, no
sick person is forgotten, and no elderly person feels
abandoned.

May our priestly ministry become a living expression of the
compassionate love of Jesus. May our parishes become
communities where faith inspires social responsibility and
where every person—especially the poor and vulnerable—is
enabled to rise with dignity and hope.

Let us commit ourselves anew to the mission of building God’s
Kingdom: a Kingdom where the poor are uplifted, the
marginalized are empowered, the young are given
opportunities, the sick are cared for, the elderly are
respected, and every human person is enabled to live
with dignity.

May the Lord bless our priestly ministry and make us humble
servants, compassionate shepherds, and courageous builders of
a more just, humane and fraternal society.

+ Bishop T. Sagayaraj
Diocese of Thanjavur

®
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INFORMATIONS FROM THE BISHOP

I. PrRIESTS’ SANCTIFICATION DAY

The Priests’ Sanctification day will be held on 4™ August 2026 at
the Pastoral Centre, Thanjavur.

Programme
09.30 am. to 10.30 am. - Holy Hour & Confession
10.30 am. to 10.45 am. - Coffee Break
10.45 am. to 12.00 Noon - Holy Mass
12.00 Noon. to 01.00 pm.- Felicitation & Honouring the
Jubilarians and Retired Priests
01.00 pm. ~ Lunch

II. ANNUAL RETREAT
The Annual Retreat for our Diocesan Priests is arranged in two
batches.
®The First batch from 11%* Evening to 16" October 2026
®[he Second batch from 18® Evening to 23 October 2026

oThis year, priests of both the batches will make your Retreat at
Vailankanni.

mThis information is published well in advance, so that you could
arrange your programme in such a way as to make yourself free
to attend the annual retreat. If you choose the First batch or
Second batch, kindly do inform the Director, Retreat Centre,
Vailankanni before 18t October 2026, so that he would make
necessary arrangements.

m Where there are two priests working in parishes / institutions, you
could take your turns and attend the retreat.

B You are requested to bring your Bible and Mass Diary.

m You are also requested to offer 11 masses for PRF or ECMF and
1 mass for the Benefactors of Propagation of Faith before the
retreat for the year 2026.

m] request all the Fathers to make the retreat without
fail.
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ITI. AI SEMINAR

Dear Rev. Fathers,

You are cordially invited to participate in a seminar on Artificial
Intelligence (AI) for Pastoral Ministry, to be held on Tuesday, 11
August 2026, at 09:30 a.m. in the pastoral centre

Priests who were ordined from 2011 - 2026 will be attending the
seminar. All other priests, who are interested in enriching their
pastoral ministry through the use of Al, are warmly welcome to
attend.

Your presence and active participation will be greatly appreciated.

+ Most Rev. Dr. T. Sagayaraj
Bishop of Thanjavur

Al in Pastoral Mission:
Opportunities, Challenges, and

Practical Applications

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is rapidly transforming the way people
communicate, learn, work, and seek meaning. This session will
explore how young priests can understand Al not merely as a
technological innovation but as a valuable pastoral assistant in
evangelization and ministry. It will present practical applications
of Alin preaching, catechesis, liturgy preparation, administration,
youth ministry, education, counselling support, and digital
evangelization, while also addressing the ethical, spiritual, and
pastoral challenges it brings. The session aims to help priests use
Al wisely, responsibly, and creatively, ensuring that technology
always serves the mission of proclaiming Christ and accompanying
God's people in today's digital world.

Collection for Communication
in the Month of August 2026

®) August 2026



BisHoP’sS ENGAGEMENTS
Aucgust - 2026

01 |Mor. : Village Leaders’ Meet ~ Pudukottai
Sat. | Eve. : Pastoral Visit ~ Mayiladuthurai
02 |Morvr. : Pastoral Visit - Mayiladuthurai
Sun.
03 |Mor. : Visitors (Religious & Laity)
Mon} Eve. : Pastoral Commissions Secretaries’ Meet
04 [Mor. : Priests’ Sanctification Day &
Tue. Honoring the Retired and Jubilarians Priests
05 |Mor. : Shrine Committee Meeting ~ Vailankanni
Wed
06 |Mor. : Annai Vailankanni Arts & Science College
Thu.|Mor. : Board Meeting : B.D.A.V. (CBSE) School
07 |Mor. : Meet with Religious Parish Priests
Fri.. [ Eve. : Mass : Marianathapuram
08 [Mor. : Silver Jubilee Mass : Bon Secours College, Vilar
Sat. |Mor. : College of Consultors Meeting

Eve. : Pastoral Visit ~- Manalmedu
09 [Mor. : Pastoral Visit ~ Manalmedu
Sun.| Eve. : Mass : Thatchankurichi
10 |Mor. : Visitors (Priests Only)
Mon|
11 |Mor. : Al for the Pastoral Mission ~ Seminar for Priests
Tue.
12 |Mor. : Punitha Arokia Annai Hr. Sec. School, Punalvasal
Wed
14 |Eve. : Mass: Kulathur (Padregudi)
Fri.

15 |Mor. : Mass: St. Mary’s Minor Seminary

Sat. [Mor. : AMACE : Pudukottai
Eve. : Corpus Christi ~ Thiruthuraipoondi

16 |Mor. : Pastoral Visit ~ Athukudi

Sun.

17 |Mor. : Pastoral Visit ~ Athukudi

Mon|£Eve. : Dialogue & Ecumenism Commissions Meet

18 [Mor. : Chapel Blessing ~ Marvakurichy (Vichoor)

Tue.

20 |Mor. : Diocese of Tanjore Society General Body Meeting

Thu.

21 |Mor. : Holy Cross Provincialate, Tiruchy

Fri. |Eve. : Jubilee Mass ~ Kurumpoondi

22 |Mor. : Budalur

Sat. [Mor. : Convocation ~ St. John De Britto B.Ed. College
Eve. : Pastoral Visit -~ Mandai

23 |Mor. : Pastoral Visit - Mandai

Sun.

24 |Mor. : Visitors (Religious & Laity)

Mon

25 |Mor. : Symposium : Good Shepherd Seminary,

Tue. Coimbatore

26 |Mor. : MEP: 250™ Year Jubilee - Puduchery

Wed

27 |Mor. : Mass : Jeeva Jyothi -~ Gandarvakottai

Thu.

28 |Mor. : Requiem Mass : Bishop Emeritus

Fri. Arockiasamy Sundaram -~ S.H. Cathedral

29 |Eve. : Flag Hoisting Mass : Vailankanni

Sat.
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PRAYERFUL GREETINGS TO
His ExceLLency Our BisHop,
Most Rev.Dr. T.SaGavaraj, D.D., Ph.D.,
ON THE 2™ ANNIVERSARY DAy or His EpiscoprAL

PASTORAL VISIT
VICARIATE OF NAGAPATTINAM
S.No. Parish Name Month & Date
O1. | Nagore September, 12 & 13
02. | Kadinalvayal October, 3 & 4
03. | Neermulai October, 10 & 11
04. | Pannaivilagam October, 17 & 18
05. | Perumpannaiyur October, 24 & 25
06. | Thirupoondi Oct. 31 & Nov. 1
07. | Moolangudi November, 7 & 8
08. | Thiruvarur November, 21 & 22
09. | Paruthiyur November, 28 & 29
10. | Pattudaiyaniruppu December, 12 & 13
11. | Karunganni January, 2 & 3
12. | Nagapattinam January, 9 & 10
13. | Karaiyur January, 30 & 31
14. | Keelvur February, 13 & 14

ORDINATION ON 18™ Aucgust, 2026

Your Excellency,

We extend our warm greetings and offer our good wishes to you
on the auspicious occasion of the 2" Anniversary of your
Episcopal Consecration on 18.08.2026.

Together with you, we thank the Lord for all the blessings and

graces showered on you in the past year and promise our

continued prayers for your spiritual and temporal needs so that

the Divine Shepherd may shower His graces on you and our diocese
more abundantly.

Yours Obediently in Christ,

Clergy, Religious and the Laity

Diocese of Thanjavur

THANJAVUR DIOCESAN TRIBUNAL

Points discussed in the senate meeting held
on 29/07/2026 at the Pastoral Centre.

The

Thanjavur Diocesan Tribunal has been re~
constituted with the following officials with the effect

from June 2026:

DU AW N =
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. Rev. Fr. S. Johnson Edward - Judicial Vicar
. Rev. Fr. J. John Britto

. Rev. Fr. A. Wilson Paul
. Rev. Fr. T. Arokia Baskar
. Rev. Fr. S.Tony Amalraj

. Rev. Fr. D. John Kennedy

~ Judge
~ Judge

~ Defender of the Bond

~ Promoter of Justice
~ Notary

+ Most Rev. Dr. T. Sagayaraj
Bishop of Thanjavur

O

1. Parish Education Committee: The rules and regulations
for the Parish Education Committee will be defined. It will
function as one of the commissions in the parish to better serve
the student community. Contribution Collection: A
committee will be formed to address and establish guidelines
for collecting the 1% contribution from Aided-school teachers.

2. Student Scholarships: Regarding scholarships for college

students who face difficulty in acquiring Bonafide Certificates,
alternative measures will be explored.

3. Active Liturgical Participation: Parish Priests should

prepare the faithful for active participation in the Sunday
Liturgy, emphasizing the Sunday obligation through Anbiyam,
Narcheithi Paniyalarkal, and house visits. Pastoral concern was
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expressed regarding celebrating Masses, preferably on Sundays,
in substations.

4. Confession and Reconciliation: Priests must be available
for confessions at regular times: Saturday evening or Sunday
morning before Mass. Retreats and reconciliation services could
be arranged once every three months (e.g., during Advent, Lent,
and Novena days for parish feasts) at the central parish and in
larger villages.

5. Counseling Services: Counseling in the parish and vicariate
will be encouraged through diocesan-trained counselors.

6. Return to Faith: In response to the influence of sects, a
generous approach toward the people will be maintained. The
diocese will issue guidelines to welcome back those returning
to the Catholic faith.

7. Platinum Jubilee 2026~2027 Planning:

o Constructing a monument in every parish in memory of
the Jubilee.

Implementing a single, unified plan for house construction.
Organizing 25 zonal-level spiritual programes.
Sponsoring 75 free open-heart surgeries.

o O O O

Giving a separate focus to parishes that have completed
75 years.

o Conducting spiritual renewal programs for priests, religious
personnel, teachers, and parishioners.

o Different committees will be formed and indimated to our
diocesan priests soon.

8. Pastoral Dimension of the Jubilee: Pastoral initiatives for
the Jubilee include distributing Bibles to all households, issuing
a prayer booklet featuring the diocesan logo, and hosting inter-
religious and ecumenical celebrations.

Rev. Fr. S. Arputharaj
Senate Secretary
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Pope’s Intentions for
the Month of August - 2026

For evangelization in the city

Let us pray that in large cities often marked by anonymity
and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel,
discovering creative paths to build community.
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Prayerful Greetings and Deepest
Congratulations to Our Golden & Silver
Jubilarians

With hearts full of gratitude to God, we extend our heartfelt
thanks to you for your faithful and selfless service to the Church.

On this joyous occasion, we thank the Lord for the precious gift
of your priesthood and your unwavering dedication to His people.
May Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest, continue to bless you
abundantly with good health, wisdom, strength, and renewed zeal
in your sacred ministry.

May Our Blessed Mother lovingly intercede for you each day,
guiding and protecting you as you continue to shepherd God's
people with compassion, humility, and steadfast love.

Prayerful congratulations and best wishes! May God bless you
always.

AcTIvITIES OF THE DIOCESAN PASTORAL COMMISSIONS
Avucust 2026
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Fr. A.R. Alphonse 01 August
Fr. P. Antony Alphonse 01 August
Fr. 8. Joseph Maria Viani 04 August
Fr. R. Swaminathan 08 August
Fr. P. Dominic Samuvel 08 August
Fr. A. Mariadoss 15 August
Fr. S. Tharsis Raj 15 August
Fr. A. Mariadoss 15 August
Fr. S. Bernard 20 August
Fr. X.A.Nathanial 24 August
Fr. V. Maria Louis 25 August
Fr. J. Augustine 28 August

WISHES TO OUR DEAR FATHERS!

Let us Remember our Departed Brethren

Rev.Fr. John Evanzelist 05.08.1970
Rev.Fr. A.S. Maria Arokiam 07.08.1999
Rev.Fr. H. Joseph Amalaraj 10.08.2024
Rev.Fr. P.C. Michael 13.08.2005
Rev.Fr. M. Thomaiar 14.08.2008
Rev.Fr. A. Savarimuthu 15.08.1984
Rev.Fr. Anastha De Costa 16.08.1985
Rev.Fr. Ambrose Deviah 20.08.1970
Rev.Fr. Sebastano X Noronha 21.08.1942
Most Rev. Dr. R.A. Sundaram 28.08.1998
Rev.Fr. Pal Arokiasamy 28.08.1994
Louis Chinnaiah Ammaniammal 30.08.1895
Rev. Fr. S. Maria Louis 31.08.2024

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE!
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