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Dear Friend in JESUS,
As we journey through another beautiful month of our priestly
ministry, I would like to invite you to reflect with me on a beautiful
and indispensable dimension of our Catholic faith and priestly
vocation: our relationship with Mary, the Mother of Jesus and
our beloved Mother. Catholic faith is deeply Marian. We cannot
fully understand Jesus without Mary, nor can we fully appreciate
the mystery of the Church without her. Mary is not an addition to
our faith; she belongs to the very heart of the mystery of Christ
and His Church. For, the Son of God came to us through Mary.
The Word became flesh in her womb. The Saviour was nurtured in
her home. The first disciple to welcome God’s plan was Mary. And
at Cana, she directed others towards her Son with those simple,
yet profound words: “Do whatever he tells you.” Her entire life
can be understood in this one mission: to receive Jesus, to remain
with Jesus, and to lead others to Jesus.
Mary, the Mother who Brings Us to Jesus!
Mary never keeps us for herself. She always leads us beyond herself
to Christ. This is perhaps the most beautiful reason why Marian
devotion is so important in the life of a priest. A genuine devotion
to Mary does not make us less Christ-centred; rather, it makes us
more deeply Christ-centred. Mary’s words at Cana—”Do whatever
he tells you”—are also the essence of priestly ministry. We are
called to tell our people, by our preaching and above all by our
lives: “Do whatever Jesus tells you.” A priest who truly loves Mary
will gradually learn from her to become less self-centred and more
Christ-centred. His ministry will not be about himself, his
popularity, his achievements or his recognition. Like Mary, he will
be content to make Christ known, loved and followed.
Mary, the Woman of Eucharistic Faith!
Every priest lives close to the mystery of the Eucharist. At every
Mass we stand at the heart of the mystery of Christ’s self-giving
love. Mary teaches us how to stand before this mystery.  She
received Jesus into her womb; we receive Him into our hands and
hearts. She carried Christ to others; we are entrusted with carrying
Christ to His people. She contemplated Jesus; we are called to

contemplate Him. She stood faithfully beneath the Cross; we too
are invited to remain faithful, when priestly ministry becomes
difficult, demanding or painful.
Mary, Mother of Priests!
When Jesus was dying on the Cross, He entrusted Mary to the
beloved disciple: “Behold, your mother.” In that beloved disciple,
we can see every disciple—and, in a particular way, every priest,
who is called to remain close to the heart of Jesus. Mary is therefore
not only the Mother of Jesus, whom we proclaim; she is also a
Mother, who accompanies us in our vocation to proclaim Him.
The Priest Needs a Mother!
We can carry many responsibilities. We can guide communities,
preach the Word, celebrate the sacraments, accompany families,
serve the poor and face countless pastoral challenges. But beneath
all our responsibilities, we remain sons, who need a mother’s
presence.  Mary teaches us that priesthood is not merely a function
we perform. It is a vocation we live as sons, disciples and servants.
Perhaps every priest should have a simple and intimate
relationship with Mary: speaking to her in moments of joy, turning
to her in moments of exhaustion, entrusting his pastoral difficulties
to her and asking her to keep his heart close to Jesus.
Mary Teaches us the Priesthood of Compassion!
Mary was attentive to human need. At Cana, she noticed something
that others had failed to notice: “They have no wine.” That is the
heart of pastoral ministry. A Marian priest learns to notice. He
notices the family, that is silently breaking apart. He notices the
young person, who has lost hope. He notices the elderly person,
who feels forgotten. He notices the poor, who have no voice. He
notices the person,  who comes to church but carries a hidden
wound. He notices those, who have stopped coming because they
feel rejected or disappointed. Mary’s eyes were attentive to the
needs of others. May our priestly eyes also become compassionate
eyes. The closer we come to Mary, the more sensitive we should
become to the suffering of God’s people. Marian Devotion Must
Lead to Mission! Mary went in haste to the house of Elizabeth
after receiving the Good News. She did not keep Christ’s presence
to herself. This is an important lesson for us priests. Mary is
contemplative, but never passive. She is prayerful, but always
missionary. She receives Christ, and then carries Christ to others.
This should also be the rhythm of our priestly life: From the altar

WITH MARY, WE BECOME PRIESTS,
WHO BRING CHRIST FOR HIS PEOPLE!



to the people. From prayer to mission. From contemplation to
compassion. From Christ’s presence to service. Our Marian
devotion should therefore make us more missionary priests.
Our Diocese Needs Marian Priests!
Dear Friends, our diocesan people and the people of our land have
a deep love for Mary. They come to her Shrine Basilica of Our
Lady of Good Health, Vailankanni, pray the Rosary, light candles,
make pilgrimages and entrust their families and their struggles to
her maternal care. We must never underestimate this popular
Marian faith. We have a responsibility to help our people discover
the deeper meaning of Marian devotion. We should lead them
from Mary to Jesus, from devotion to discipleship, from prayer to
mission, and from receiving God’s grace to becoming instruments
of grace. Let every Marian celebration in our parishes as well as
at Vailankanni become an opportunity to renew our people’s
relationship with Christ. Let every Rosary lead them more deeply
into the Gospel. Let every Marian pilgrimage lead them towards
conversion. Let every devotion to Mary make families more loving,
communities more compassionate and believers more committed
to the mission of Christ.
Mary, Mother of our Priestly Journey!
Come on Friends, let’s perhaps make a simple prayer our own:
“Mary, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, teach us to receive
your Son as you received Him, to love Him as you loved Him, to
remain faithful to Him as you remained faithful, and to bring Him
to our people as you brought Him to the world.” When we are
tired, may Mary strengthen us. When we are discouraged, may
she encourage us. When we are tempted to put ourselves at the
centre, may she remind us that Christ alone is the centre. When
our hearts become hard, may she teach us compassion. When we
face suffering, may she teach us to stand beneath the Cross. And
when our priestly ministry bears fruit, may she teach us the
humility to say with her: “My soul magnifies the Lord.” Let us not
be afraid of a deep Marian dimension in our priestly spirituality.
The priest, who walks with Mary does not move away from Christ;
he walks more securely towards Christ.
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+ Bishop T. Sagayaraj
Diocese of Thanjavur

02-03 : TNBC - Strategic Planning Committee Meet -
Wed. Thu. Chennai

05 Eve. : Pastoral Visit : Sirkazhi
Sat.

06 Mor. : Pastoral Visit : Sirkazhi
Sun.

07-08 : Feast Mass : Vailankanni
Mon.Tue.

09 Mor. : Thanksgiving Mass : Vailankanni
Wed.Eve. : Chapel Blessing : Mathavanendal

(Thirupunavasal)

11 Mor. : College of Consultors’ Meet &
Fri. Jubilee - 2027 Co-ordination Meeting

12 Mor. : Mass : Lalgudi
Sat. Eve. : Pastoral Visit : Nagore

13 Mor. : Pastoral Visit : Nagore
Sun.

14-30 Visit to France

BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS

SEPTEMBER - 2026

As our bishop, Most Rev. Dr. T. Sagayaraj, goes to France to attend
the Silver Jubilee Celebration of Our Lady of Vailankanni, at the
Basilica of Notre-Dame de Fourviere in Lyon, France,  we the clergy,
the religious and the laity of the Diocese of Thanjavur, wish him
all the best. Let’s keep him in our prayers.

     Rev. Fr. R. Joseph Gerald
   Vicar General

BEST WISHES!
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II. ANNUAL RETREAT
The Annual Retreat  for our Diocesan Priests is arranged in two

batches.

The First batch from 11th Evening to 16 th October 2026

The Second batch from 18th Evening to 23 rd October 2026

This year, priests of both the batches will make your Retreat at
Vailankanni.

This information is published well in advance, so that you could
arrange your programme in such a way as to make yourself free
to attend the annual retreat. If you choose the First batch or
Second batch, kindly do inform the Director, Retreat Centre,
Vailankanni before 1st October 2026, so that he would make
necessary arrangements.

Where there are two priests working in parishes / institutions, you
could take your turns and attend the retreat.

You are requested to bring your Bible and Mass Diary.

You are also requested to offer 11 masses for PRF or ECMF  and
1 mass for the Benefactors of Propagation of Faith before the
retreat for the year 2026.

I request all the Fathers to make the retreat without
fail.

INFORMATIONS FROM THE BISHOP

+ Most Rev. Dr. T. Sagayaraj
Bishop of Thanjavur

I. Dear Fathers, I wish to inform you that I will be away from the
Diocese from 14th to 30th September 2026 to participate in the
Silver Jubilee Celebration of Our Lady of Vailankanni at the
Basilica of Notre - Dame de Fourviere in Lyon, France, at the
invitation of the MEP Fathers. During the trip, I will be making
a pilgrimage to Ars, the Basilica of Saint John Mary Vianney,
Paray-le- Monial, the Shrine of Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque
and Lisieux, the Shrine of Saint Terese of the Child Jesus. During
my absence, for your urgent or emergency matters, kindly
contact Rev. Fr. R. Joseph Gerald, Vicar General of our Diocese,
who will be available to assist you.

 AI
 

SDB
AI in Patoral Mission: Opportunities, Challenges, and Practical

Applications
 
 (Artificial
Intelligence - AI)  

    







AI


  AI    

AI
AI



  
AI





     
    


    



     

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



 
     



  

    


STUDENTS STRENGTH 2026–2027

Year Boys Girls Total
III YEAR 430 159 589
II YEAR 463 281 744
I YEAR 490 282 772
TOTAL 1383 722 2105

RELIGION WISE REPORT 2026–2027
Religion Boys Girls Total %
HINDU 925 463 1388 67%
CHRISTIAN 398 244   642 31%
MUSLIM   60   15     75 4%
TOTAL 1383 722 2105

COMMUNITY WISE REPORT 2026–2027

Year SC/SCA/ MBC/       BC/            Others         Total Grand

      ST   DNC        BCM Total

                 Boys Girls Boys  Girls   Boys Girls  Boys  Girls  Boys Girls

III  Year   89 28 79 25 262 105 0 1    430 159    589

 II  Year 103 50 74 34 280 194 6 3    463 281    744

  I Year   99 41 66 50 320 190 5 1    490 282    772

TOTAL 291 119 219 109 862 489 11 5 1383 722 2105

Community         Strength  Boys    Girls Total  Amount
Boys Girls     Amount  Amount

SC 175 131 Rs.     8,96,500 Rs.   6,51,250 Rs.   15,47,250
BC   94   88 Rs.     4,99,500 Rs.   5,32,250 Rs.   10,31,750
MBC   12   11 Rs.        63,500 Rs.      69,750 Rs.     1,33,250
OC     1     1 Rs.       10,000 Rs.      10,000 Rs.        20,000
TOTAL 282 231 Rs.14,69,500 Rs.12,63,250 Rs. 27,32,250

CHRISTIANS - COMMUNITY WISE REPORT 2026 - 2027

Rev. Fr. M. Arone
    Administrator

ANNAI VAILANKANNI
ARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE

Dr. A. John Peter
Principal

Rev. Dr. A. John Zacharias
Correspondent & Secretary

1. SCHOOL VISITATION: The staff  of  the Catechetical and
Liturgical Commission visited fifteen schools in Pudukottai,
Machuvadi, Rasiamangalam, Kottaikadu, Needamangalam,
Koradacherry, Meyyapuram, Namanasamuthiram, Sammanasur
and Thanjavur, reaching a total of 6,377 students. During the
school visits, the teachers were encouraged to give greater
importance to the teaching of Catechism and Moral Science. The
students and teachers who had won prizes during the previous
academic year were appreciated and encouraged. The teachers’
lesson notes were checked and duly signed. The schools that made
effective use of teaching aids were specially appreciated.

2. YCS / YSM: YCS and YSM were initiated at St. Joseph’s Higher
Secondary School, Thanjavur, with the participation of  40
students. The students were encouraged to take an active role in
various school activities, and their responsibilities were explained
to them. Saplings were also distributed to the students for planting,
encouraging environmental awareness and responsibility towards
nature.

3. SUNDAY CATECHISM: Sunday Masses were celebrated at
Venkatakula, Manamelkudi and Sirkazhi. During the homilies, the
importance of attending Sunday Catechism classes was explained
to the faithful. The Commission staff also met with the choir
members, members of the Liturgical Committees and altar servers.

CATECHETICAL AND LITURGICAL

COMMISSIONS AND YCS/YSM REPORT



Catechism classes were conducted, along with games and other
activities. A total of 223 children participated in these programmes.
Prizes and sweets were distributed to the children, and the
Catechism teachers were encouraged and appreciated for their
dedicated service.

4. LITURGY– CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: Confirmation
classes were conducted for 205 children in the parishes of
Mayiladuthurai, Athukudi, Mandai and Sirkazhi. The children were
prepared spiritually and liturgically for meaningful participation
in the Sacrament of Confirmation. Their confessions were also
heard as part of their spiritual preparation.

5. VOLUNTARY LAY EVANGELIZERS TRAINING: The training
programme for the first batch of Voluntary Lay Evangelizers has
been successfully completed. A total of 290 people from around
20 parishes participated in the first batch. During the month, the
training centres at Manamelkudi, Anna Nagar, Sirkazhi, Erukkur
and the Mayiladuthurai Pastoral Centre were visited. We are happy
to report that the second batch, comprising approximately 500
participants, has now been started. The Mayiladuthurai and
Nagapattinam Vicariates have representatives from almost all their
parishes. We express our sincere appreciation to the Vicars for
their special efforts and commitment in encouraging the
participation of the faithful in this important formation
programme. A two-day discernment retreat was conducted at the
Pastoral Centre and was attended by 250 people. It was a grace-
filled and spiritually enriching event. We express our heartfelt
gratitude to His Excellency the Bishop for his generous support,
encouragement and commitment to this important pastoral
initiative.

Rev. Fr. A. Paul Raj
Secretary, Catechetical & Liturgical

Commissions and YCS/YSM

 

 


 


     



  
    
    


 
      
 


 


  



  
   


      





 

    


    


 
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

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
    



     




 
 






      







 SC/ST/BC 
     



 


 FCRA



 SC/ST/BC 
 


 


 



 SC/ST/BC


 
   
Scheduled Caste
(SC) 
  
   

SC 
      









     



       










SC/ST/BC 
  










   SC    


   Class 


      









     


     


      

SC




  
 
DD., STD., Ph.D.,  




  



 A. 


 



 
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

 


 V. 
         

 
 
 
 
 

ACTIVITIES OF THE DIOCESAN PASTORAL COMMISSIONS

SEPTEMBER 2026

 
 

 

 

 D. 
  

 
 
 
 


 

Collection for Bible Sunday
in the Month of September 2026



15 16Diocesan News Letter September 2026

  SC/ST/BC

 

Office: (04362) 230315; I. 
Secretary:  9751923515 

 
 SC/ST 


 - SC/ST 
 


 - SC/ST 

Pope’s Intentions for
the Month of September - 2026

For the care of water
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a
vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.

 
 - 
 
 

 

 A. 


  
 
 
 
 
 - 

 

  

 A. 


      

 
 
 
 - 
- 

 

 
 Hr. Sec 
  
  
 Hr. Sec. 
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
R.C  
A. 
 
 
SMMI 
CAS  
S. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  
  
  


 
 
 
 
M.
 

  
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 


 
 
  


 
 

 
 
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
  

 

 
 
  
  
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
  


 
 
  
 
  
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  
 
  
 
  
  

    
 
  
 Bon Secours  
  
  
  
  
  

          
 
 PMSSS 
  
   

 
  
 Teacher 
  
  
  
 Staff 
  
  
  
 

         
 
  
  
  
  
 R.C 
 

 St.
 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
  
 
  
  
 
  
St. 
 


 
  
 
 
  

 
 
  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
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HAPPY FEAST TO

WISHES TO OUR DEAR FATHERS!

Fr. F. Arokiasamy 08 September
Fr. A. Arokianathan 08 September
Fr. M. Arokiasamy 08 September
Fr. B. Arokiadoss 08 September
Fr. Adhi. Arokiasamy 08 September
Fr. K.M. Arockiyasami 08 September
Fr. T. Arokia Baskar 08 September
Fr. S. Arokiasamy 08 September
Fr. S.Arokiadoss 08 September
Fr. P. Arockia Parisutharaj 08 September
Fr. S.F. Arokiasamy 08 September
Fr. A. Arokiasamy 08 September
Fr. J. Sagaya Arokiaraj 08 September
Fr. M. Arokia Stephenraj 08 September
Fr. I. Arokia Vinitto 08 September
Fr. I. Arokiadoss 08 September
Fr. K. Maria Pragasam 08 September
Fr. B. Nishan 08 September
Fr. A. Robert Dhanaraj 17 September
Fr. S. Vincent 27 September
Fr. A. Praveen 27 September
Fr. A. Michael 29 September
Fr. K. Michael 29 September
Fr. S. Gabriel Stephen 29 September
Fr. S. Ameertheep Micheal 29 September
Fr. S.Maria Michael 29 September
Fr. S. Michael Daison 29 September
Fr. M. Jerome Sandanasamy 30 September

  
  

 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 Bon Secours Convent 
 St.Antony’s Middle School 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 

  
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
  
 

                      
 
 Bon Secours Convent(College) 

                   
 
 

                     
  
 
 
 

                    




S. 


Let us Remember our Departed Brethren

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE!

Rev.Fr.T. Sagayaraj MuthuSamy 06.09.2022
Rev.Fr. D. Joseph 12.09.2002
Rev.Fr. D. Arockiasamy 19.09.1983
Rev.Fr. Silvester Pais 23.09.1959
Rev.Fr. K. Amalam 29.09.1985




