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Tue Hory RosAry AND THE PRIEST

Dear Friends in Jesus,

During my just concluded trip, a very fulfilling one, to
Europe, as I was addressing the Tamil Diaspora of France
in Lyon after the Silver Jubilee Mass, I appealed to them
to take their young ones and children to church and give
them the riches of Christian faith. I shared with them my
anguish that I could not see many young people and
children in the shrines and churches, we visited these
days in Europe. This scenario is slowly gripping the church

in our part of the world as well. I call upon you to address

this concern during our forthcoming jubilee year. Let’s
seek the lost, the young, the students and kids. Let’s go
out looking for those, who don’t practise Catholic Christian

faith. Let’s bring them all to Jesus through our Blessed
Mother Mary.

As we are in the month of October, the month of the
Holy Rosary, just thought about reflecting along with you
the relevance of the Holy Rosary in our priestly life. The
Holy Rosary has a special place in the spiritual life of
every priest. It is not merely a traditional Marian devotion;
it is a simple but a profound way of praying and
contemplating. Through the Rosary, we learn to remain
close to Mary and, with her, to contemplate the life of
Christ.

The Rosary keeps us close to Jesus. Though we address
Mary in the Hail Mary, the heart of the Rosary is Christ.
Every mystery leads us into the life, ministry, suffering,
death and resurrection of Jesus. For us priests, who are
called to be another Christ in the midst of our people, the
Rosary becomes a daily opportunity to renew our personal
relationship with the Lord.

Mary teaches us how to listen and contemplate. Mary
treasured the words and events concerning Jesus in her
heart. We too need a contemplative heart. Amidst our
pastoral responsibilities, meetings, administration and the
many demands of ministry, the Rosary creates a sacred
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space, in which we become silent before God and allow
the mysteries of Christ to speak to us.

The Rosary sustains us in moments of difficulty. Priestly
ministry can  bring moments of loneliness,
misunderstanding, disappointment and exhaustion. The
Rosary places us in the company of Mary, who stood
faithfully beside Jesus even beneath the Cross. Her
presence reminds us that fidelity is more important than
success and that the Cross is not the end of the story. The
Rosary makes us men of intercession. We carry many
people in our heart: families, children and young people,
the sick, the elderly, the poor, those who have lost faith
and those who have no one to pray for them. The Rosary
gives us a beautiful way of placing these people before
the Lord through Mary. Every bead can become an act of
pastoral love and intercession.

The Rosary protects our interior life. We can be very busy
doing God’s work and yet gradually lose intimacy with
God. The Rosary gently calls us back to the essential. It
reminds us that before being a preacher, administrator or
community leader, we are first disciples. A priest, who
prays, is able to minister from the abundance of his
relationship with Christ rather than merely from his own
strength. The Rosary teaches us Mary’s way of serving.
Mary’s greatness lies in her humility, availability and total
surrender to God’s will. We find in her a model of servant
leadership. Her words, “Let it be done to me according to
your word,” can become our own daily prayer.

Dear brother priests, let us rediscover the Rosary not as
an obligation added to our busy schedule, but as a
companion in our priestly journey. Let us pray it slowly,
prayerfully and preferably with the people entrusted to
our pastoral care. Let’s be reminded that a priest, who
holds the Rosary in his hands is, in a beautiful sense,
placing his priesthood in Mary’s hands. And Mary never
keeps the priest for herself; she always leads him fo Jesus.

+ Bishop T. Sagayaraj
Diocese of Thanjavur
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BisHopr’s ENGAGEMENTS

OcCTOBER - 2026

20 |Eve. : Chapel Blessing : Devadanam
Tue.

21 |Mor. : Board Meeting : Good Shepherd Seminary,
Wed Coimbatore

23 |Eve. : Mass: MSFS Provincialate
Fri.

24 |Mor. : Village Leaders and Parish Council Members
Sat. Meet : Nagapattinam
Eve. : Pastoral Visit : Perumpannaiyur

25 |[Mor. : Pastoral Visit : Perumpannaiyur
Sun.

26 |Mor. : Visitors (Religious & Laity)
Mon

27 |Mor. : Chapel Blessing : llaiyur (Moolangudi)
Tue.

28 |[Mor. : Eganivayal
Wed

29 |Movr. : Prison Ministry India (PMI) Meet
Thu.[Eve. : Needamangalam

30 |Eve. : School Centinary Celebration : Thirukanurpatty
Fri.

31 |Eve. : Pastoral Visit : Thirupoondi
Sat.

01 |Mor. : Back to Thanjavur

Thu.| Eve. : Foundation Day Mass : Seva Missionaries

02 |Mor. : CTC Convent Blessing : Ponnamaravathi

Fri. [Eve. : Mass : Nagapattinam

03 [Mor. : Shrine Committee Meet : Vailankanni

Sat. : Voluntary Evangelizers Meet : Vailankanni
Eve. : Pastoral Visit : Kadinalvayal

04 | Mor.: Pastoral Visit : Kadinalvayal

Sun.

05 [Mor. : Visitors (Priests Only)

Mon| Eve. : Chapel Blessing : Manaiyeripatty (Kottarapatty)

06 - 09 | : CCBI: Bishops’ Joint Reflextion Programme :

Tue.-~ Fri Mussoorie ~ Uttrakhand

10 |Mor. : College of Consultors Meet

Sat. [ Eve. : Pastoral Visit : Neermulai

11 [Mor. : Pastoral Visit : Neermulai

Sun.| Eve. : Annual Retreat Batch - I, Vailankanni

12-16 : Annual Retreat Batch - I, Vailankanni

Mon.-~Fri.

17 |Mor. : Chapter Meet : Jesus Convent, Thanjavur

Sat. |Eve. : Pastoral Visit : Pannaivilagam

18 |Mor. : Pastoral Visit : Pannaivilagam

Sun.|Eve. : Annual Retreat Batch -~ II, Vailankanni

Pope’s Intentions for
the Month of October - 2026

For Mental Health Ministry

Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established
throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and
discrimination of persons with mental illnesses.
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INFORMATIONS FROM THE BISHOP

ANNUAL RETREAT

The Annual Retreat for the Diocesan Priests is arranged in
two batches from 11™ Evening to 16™ October 2026 and
18t Evening to 23™ October 2026.

@ This year both the batches will make your annual retreat at
the Shrine Retreat Centre, Vailankanni.

m Kinldy inform Rev. Fr. A. Wilson Paul, the Director of Retreat
Centre in which batch you would like to make your retreat.

B You are requested to offer 11 masses for PRF or ECMF and
one mass (11+1=12) for the donors of the Pontifical Society
for the Propagation of Faith, Rome before the retreat for the
year 2026.

B You are expected to be present on the First day (Sunday)
evening itself.

W You are requested to bring your Bible and Mass Diary.

m Kindly ask your parishioners to pray for the success of the
Retreat.

M The Retreat preacher for the First batch is Most Rev. Dr. Vincent
Mar Paulos, Bishop of Marthandam and for the Second batch is
Rev. Fr. Maria Arokiam Kanaga SDB.

+ Most Rev. Dr. T. Sagayaraj
Bishop of Thanjavur

Collection for Propagation of Faith
in the Month of October 2026
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AcTIVITIES OF THE DIOCESAN PASTORAL COMMISSIONS
OctoBER 2026
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