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My Friends in JESUS,
As our Diocese prepares to inaugurate the celebration
of  its Platinum Jubilee, we stand at a significant moment
in our diocesan journey. Seventy-five years of  God’s
amazing grace and abundant blessings,  faithful
shepherds, committed religious, generous lay leaders
and countless believing families have brought us to this
historic milestone. We have every reason to thank the
Lord for His providence and for the generations of
people, who have nurtured and sustained the faith of
our Diocese.

However, I wish to emphasise that our Platinum Jubilee
must be much more than a celebration of our glorious
past. It must become a moment of  spiritual awakening,
pastoral renewal and missionary commitment. We are
not called merely to remember what we have been; we
are invited to rediscover what God wants us to become.

Our Jubilee celebration, extending over one full year,
has a clear and significant objective: to revive and
revitalise the Catholic faith of  our people by reaching
out to every Catholic household and every individual
in our Diocese. This is an ambitious mission, but it is
also an essential pastoral responsibility.

The Platinum Jubilee of our beloved Diocese is a moment
of  profound spiritual significance. It is not merely an
occasion to celebrate seventy-five years of  history,
achievements and phenomenal institutional growth; it
is an invitation to renew our commitment to Jesus
Christ, rediscover the vitality of our Catholic faith and
strengthen the missionary identity of  our Church,
because the Church is fundamentally missionary in
nature.

It’s both a pastoral invitation and a strong missionary
appeal to you, my friends in Jesus. We must see ourselves
not merely as organisers of the Jubilee celebrations but
as the principal animators of  this year-long spiritual
renewal.

The most beautiful achievement of this Platinum Jubilee
would not simply be a grand celebration of seventy-
five years, but the emergence of  a renewed Church, in
which every household is a home of faith, every person
experiences God’s love and every Catholic becomes a
missionary disciple.

I would suggest that the Platinum Jubilee should leave
behind a lasting spiritual legacy, dear Fathers. When
the year concludes, we should be able to say:

We have reached families, that we had not
reached before.
We have brought back people, who had become
distant from the Church.
We have strengthened family prayer and
sacramental participation.
We have renewed the missionary commitment
of  our priests and lay leaders.
We have created more vibrant, participatory and
socially committed Christian communities.

May the Lord, who has guided our Diocese during these
seventy-five years,  continue to lead us into a future
filled with faith, hope, love and missionary enthusiasm.
May our Blessed Mother,  Our Lady of  Good Health,
Vailankanni accompany us in this journey and help us
bring every family closer to her Son, Jesus Christ.

+ Bishop T. Sagayaraj
Diocese of Thanjavur

IT’S JUBILEE! COME, LET’S CELEBRATE!
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1. From Celebration to Conversion
The Jubilee must become a journey of conversion for
our entire diocesan community. It should renew our
relationship with Jesus Christ,  deepen our
understanding of  the Scriptures,  strengthen our
sacramental life and encourage us to live our
Christian vocation with greater conviction.

We must ask ourselves honestly: How deeply is our
Catholic faith rooted in our families? How
meaningfully do our people participate in the
Eucharist and the sacramental life of the Church?
How effectively do we accompany those, who have
become distant from the Church? How successfully
do we transmit the faith to our younger generations?

These questions must inspire our Jubilee journey. Our
objective is not simply to increase participation in
religious activities but to help every Catholic become
a conscious, committed and missionary disciple of
Jesus Christ.

2. Reaching Every Household and Every Person
One of the most important commitments of this
Jubilee year is to reach every Catholic household and
every individual. This should not remain merely a
slogan or an administrative target. It must become a
genuine pastoral movement.

I earnestly invite every parish priest and assistant
parish priest to take personal responsibility for this
mission. Let us make a conscious effort to visit our
families, listen to their concerns, understand their

struggles, pray with them and encourage them in
their faith.

There may be families, who have gradually distanced
themselves from the Church, individuals, who have
lost their enthusiasm for the faith, young people,
who are searching for meaning, elderly people, who
feel neglected and those,  who carry wounds and
disappointments in their relationship with the
Church. The Jubilee gives us a special opportunity
to reach out to them with compassion and
understanding.

Let no Catholic feel forgotten, abandoned or excluded
from the loving embrace of  the Church. Our pastoral
presence must communicate that every person
matters and every family belongs to the Church and
we own them.

3. We are Missionary Animators
Dear Fathers, the success of  this Jubilee year will
depend greatly on our personal commitment and
missionary enthusiasm. We cannot invite our people
to renew their faith unless we ourselves are deeply
rooted in Christ and renewed in our priestly vocation.

We must move beyond a maintenance-oriented
approach to pastoral ministry and embrace a more
missionary and participatory vision of the Church.
Our responsibility is not merely to administer
parishes and conduct religious services but to build
vibrant communities of faith.

Let us mobilise our parish councils, religious
communities, catechists, youth movements, we are
Carlos Movement, lay associations, Lay Evangelisers
Movement and basic Christian communities. Let us
encourage families to become centres of  prayer and
Christian witness. Let us make our churches

PLATINUM JUBILEE OF OUR DIOCESE

A JOURNEY OF FAITH RENEWAL AND

MISSIONARY REVIVAL



+ Bishop T. Sagayaraj
Diocese of Thanjavur
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welcoming spaces, where people experience the
merciful love and compassion of Christ.

Above all, let us ensure that our Jubilee activities are
not confined to programmes and celebrations but
translate into meaningful encounters with people.

4. Renewing Families, Young People and Christian
    Communities

The family is the first school of faith. Therefore, our
Jubilee must give special attention to strengthening
Catholic families through family prayer, the reading
of  the Word of  God, participation in the Eucharist
and the practice of  Christian values.

We must also reach out to our young people. They
should not be treated merely as participants in Jubilee
programmes; they must become active agents of
renewal within the Church. Let us listen to them,
accompany them and provide opportunities for them
to discover their identity, responsibility and mission
as young Catholics.

Our Jubilee must also renew our commitment to the
poor, the marginalised, the sick, the elderly and those
who are socially vulnerable. A Church, that celebrates
seventy-five years of  God’s blessings must become
increasingly sensitive to the struggles of  the people
around us. The authenticity of  our faith revival will
be measured not only by the number of people, who
gather in our churches but also by the love, justice
and solidarity we demonstrate in society.

5. Walking Together as One Diocesan Family
The Platinum Jubilee belongs to all of  us. It is an
opportunity to strengthen our communion and renew
our sense of  belonging to one diocesan family. Let us
set aside our personal preferences, differences and

individual approaches and work together with a
common vision and shared responsibility.

I earnestly request every one of you to take the Jubilee
mission seriously and to translate its objectives into
concrete pastoral initiatives in your parish. Let us
plan systematically,  work collaboratively and
evaluate our progress periodically. Every parish
should become an active centre of faith renewal, and
every priest should become an enthusiastic animator
of this missionary movement.

6. Looking Towards the Future with Hope
Dear Fathers,  seventy-five years of  our diocesan
history are a gift entrusted to us. We must honour
this heritage not simply by celebrating our
achievements but by preparing a stronger and more
vibrant Church for the generations to come.

Let this Jubilee year be remembered as the year, when
we went out to meet our people, reconnected with
distant families,  renewed the faith of  our
communities, strengthened our young people and
rediscovered the joy of  being Catholic.

Let us not be satisfied with organising successful
events. Let us strive to create lasting spiritual
transformation. Let us not merely gather people for
celebrations; let us accompany them towards Christ.
Let us not simply count the households we visit; let
us ensure that every encounter communicates God’s
love and compassion.

My dear Fathers, let us make this Platinum Jubilee a
true pilgrimage of  faith,  a movement of  pastoral
renewal and a missionary journey towards every
Catholic household and every person entrusted to
our care.
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01 Mor. : Pastoral Visit : Thirupoondi
Sun.

02 Mor. : Mass : S.H. Cathedral
Mon.Mor. : Mass : Valasakadu (Kanur)

Eve. : Cemetery Blessing : S.H. Cathedral
Eve. : Cemetery Blessing : Pudukottai

03 Mor. : Laity & Women Commissions : Pirattiyur
Tue.

04  Eve. : Requiem Mass for Deceased Bishops & Priests -
Wed. S.H. Cathedral

05 Mor. : Vailankanni
Thu.

06 Mor. : Meet on Special Ministry
Fri. Eve. :

07 Mor. : Jubilee Co-ordination Committee Meet
Sat.

09 Mor. : Visitors (Priests Only)
Mon.Eve. : Pastoral Commission Secretaries’ Meet

10 Mor. : Monthly Recollection (Vicariate-wise)
Tue.

11 Mor. : Vicars Forane Meet
Wed.Eve. : Diocesan Education Committee Meet

12 Mor. : Pannaivayal (Pattukottai)
Thu.

13 Mor. : Vellanai (Sivagangai)
Fri.
14 Mor. : Governing Body & College of Consultors’ Meet
Sat.

BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS

NOVEMBER - 2026

15 Mor. : Mass : Infant Jesus Church - Toll Gate
Sun. Eve. : Mass : Venkatakulam

16 Mor. : Visitors (Religious & Laity)
Mon.

17 Mor. : CCBI - Preparation Meet : Vailankanni
Tue.

18 -19 : TNBC - Strategic Planning Meet : Vailankanni
Wed.  Thu.

20 Mor. : Mass : Holy Redeemer’s, Tiruchy
Fri. Eve. : Pastoral Visit : Thiruvarur

21 Mor. : Pastoral Visit : Thiruvarur
Sat.

22 Mor. : Pastoral Visit : Thiruvarur
Sun. Eve. : Diocesan Platinum Jubilee Celebration -

S.H. Cathedral

23 Mor. : Visitors (Priests Only)
Mon.

24 Mor. : Projects Committee Meet
Tue.

25 Mor. : Aranthangi (C)
Wed.

26 Mor. : Priests’ Senate Meeting
Thu.

27 Eve. : Mass : Thirunagar
Fri.

28 Mor. : Constitution Production Movement : Thanjavur
Sat. Eve. : Pastoral Visit : Paruthiyur

29 Mor. : Pastoral Visit : Paruthiyur
Sun. Eve. : Youth Meet : Pudukottai

30 Mor. : Visitors (Religious & Laity)
Mon.Eve. : Pastoral Commissions’ Secretaries’ Meet
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INFORMATIONS FROM THE PROJECT DESK

Dear Very/ Rev. Father,
You are requested to send one project based on the needs of
Parish/ Primary or Middle School on or before 20th December
2026. The plan & estimate are not needed.  (only line sketch
and approximate cost is sufficient). Any project, which is
submitted after 20th December 2026, will not be considered
for the year 2027-2028.

Rev.Fr.S.John Peter,
Project Secretary

2. PRF / ECMF
Thank you very much for those who have completed and

handed over the ECMF/PRF mass slip to the Financial
Administrator during the retreat. This is a gentle reminder for
those who have not done it yet to send the same to the Curia
immediately.

3. Mass for the Deceased

There will be Requiem Mass for the deceased Bishops,
Priests, Religious and Laity of the Diocese of Thanjavur at Sacred
Heart Cathedral, Thanjavur on Monday, 4th November 2026 at
06.00 pm. The Bishop will bless the Sacred Heart Cathedral
cemetery at 5.30 pm.

INFORMATION FROM
THE VICAR GENERAL DESK

Tuesday 10 th November 2026
10.00 a.m. :   Holy Hour
11.15 a.m. :   Discussion

1. Monthly Recollection

Very Rev. Fr. R. Joseph Gerald
Vicar General

Dear Very Rev. / Rev. Fathers,

 The Senate meeting will be held on 26th November 2026. So,

you are requested to send the points for Senate Agenda Meeting

before 23rd November 2026 to me: Rev. Fr. S.Arputharaj, Cell:

9962126304.

   Rev.Fr. S. Arputharaj,

Senate Secretary

INFORMATION FROM THE SENATE SECRETARY




“
”








     



 
 
     





     
 

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


   
 
     





    
       


A. 



     

 
      
  



   

A.M.A.
P.S.
C.
J.



 










     



      


     


Diocesan Scholarship 2025 - 2026
     1. College Fee Rs. 75,000

(Odd Sem & Even Sem)

STUDENTS STRENGTH 2026–2027
Year Boys Girls Total

UG III YEAR   46 37   83
UG II YEAR   67 78 145
UG I YEAR 107 77 184
PG I YEAR     7   2     9
TOTAL 227 194 421

RELIGION WISE REPORT 2026–2027
Religion Boys Girls Total %
HINDU 203 163 366 87 %
CHRISTIAN   16   27   43 10 %
MUSLIM     8     4   12   3 %
TOTAL 227 194 421

VAILANKANNI MATHA ARTS & SCIENCE
COLLEGE, THIRUPOONDI, NAGAPATTINAM
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Community         Strength  Boys    Girls Total
Amount Boys Girls     Amount  Amount
SC     1     1 Rs.       6,500 Rs.        6,500 Rs.    13,000
BC   14   24 Rs.     93,000 Rs.   1,24,000 Rs. 2,17,000
MBC     1     2 Rs.       6,500 Rs.        6,500 Rs.    13,000
OC     0     0 Rs.      - Rs. - Rs. -
TOTAL  16  27 Rs. 1,06,000 Rs. 1,37,000 Rs. 2,43,000

CHRISTIANS - COMMUNITY WISE REPORT 2026 - 2027

Dr. V. John Martin
Principal

Rev. Fr. A. Adhi. Arokiasamy
Correspondent & Secretary

  

 A. 


      
 


 
 
 
 

ACTIVITIES OF THE DIOCESAN PASTORAL COMMISSIONS

NOVEMBER 2026

 

 

 

 D. 
  

 
 
 


 
 
 



 

  


 A. 


 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


9787308360 V. 


 
 
 
 
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  SC/ST/BC

 

Office: (04362) 230315; I. 
Secretary:  9751923515 

 
 SC/ST 



 - SC/ST  



 

 - SC/ST 

  





 
 - 
 
 

 

 A. 


  
 
 
 
 
 - 
 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 

 

 
   

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

 

  

  

  

 

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

St.Xavier Hr.Sec.School 



 

   

 Jesus Convent, 

  

 

 

 





 

 

 

40.R.C. Primary School, Neermulai 

  

 

  

  



  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 St.Antony’s Matric.Hr.Sch. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 - 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

  

  

  
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         Name Feast
Fr. R. Sundar Raj 01 November
Fr. G.V. Panneer Selvam 01 November
Fr. S. Arputharaj 01 November
Fr. S. Jothinallappan 01 November
Fr. M. Arone 01 November
Fr. A. Jerlin Carter 01 November
Fr. E. Solomon 01 November
Fr. J. Vital Prasath 01 November
Fr. A. Alexander 01 November
Fr. K. Alexander 01 November
Fr. S. Aravinth 01 November
Fr. J. Albert Selvaraj 15 November
Fr. K. Nepholean Albert 15 November
Fr. S. Joe Clement 23 November
Fr. M. Selvaraj 24 November
Fr. I.A.F. Selvaraj 24 November
Fr. D. Ulaganathan 24 November
Fr. Aro. Arularasu 24 November
Fr. K. Jesuraj 24 November
Fr. S. David Selvakumar 24 November
Fr. D. Devasagayam 24 November
Fr. S. Jesuraj 24 November
Fr. Savari Jesuraj 24 November
Fr. Aro. Jesu Raj 24 November
Fr. D. David Dhanaraj 24 November
Fr. Anto Jesu Raj 24 November
Fr. Anburaja A. 24 November
Fr. Andrew Selvakumar 30 November

WISHES TO OUR DEAR FATHERS!

Let us Remember our Departed Brethren

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE!

Rev.Fr. S. Peter Antony 01.11.2008
Rev.Fr. P.M. Joseph 02.11.1997
Rev.Fr. Kitherimuthu 04.11.1989
Rev.Fr. Rasamulla Joseph 05.11.1971
Rev.Fr. A. Joseph 07.11.1984
Rev.Fr.Victor Fernandez 07.11.1990
Rev.Fr. Elias De Souza 10.11.1988
Rev.Fr. John David Kumar 11.11.2011
Rev.Fr. Janario De Souza 15.11.2015
Rev.Fr. R. Raphael 15.11.2016
Rev.Fr. D. Antonysamy 17.11.1993
Rev.Fr. R. Lourdusamy 19.11.2021
Rev.Fr. A. Hirudayasamy 21.11.1993
Rev.Fr. S. Arockia Sundaram 25.11.2022
Rev.Fr. D. Arokiadoss 26.11.2008

HAPPY FEAST TO
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


S. 


   

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

 St. Mary’s Matric. School 

 Jesus Convent 

  

 St.Mary’s Nur.& Prim.School 

 



 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 RC 

  

  

 

 CTC
 

  

  

 

 

  

 






